f1million boost for innové

Research inte innovative medical technelogy which could change
the way gene theraples are designed and delivered has been boaited
bry grants of over £1millian to sdentists at the University.

Twa research groups ot the Uriversity have each bean granted moge
than £500,000 throagh the Medical Research Copndl's prestigious
Mitstetn Fund Award.

The Bilstein awaids are green to EK-based reseanchess with & strong
research Ristory who have demanstrated highly innovative ideas
and approaches to conbemporary challenges in medical reseanch.

Professor Angus Lamond. in the College of Life Schences recenmed his
grant for research into the development af new technologies, which
it s amticipated, will have far-reaching Implications for the design
of new drisgs and cures for genetic disorders.

& |airt project between Professor [rwin Molean, who heads the
mewdy-formed Divislon of Maoleculsr Mediclne at the College of Life
Soiences, and Dr Paul Campbeil, Reader in Physicy within the College
of Art, Science & Enginesring, received their award to develop a
reviutionary rew medical device 1o delbver iirw oxperimental gene
theraphes into the sidn,

“T am delighted to hawe mecetved the MElsteln Award, which
specially desigred to support new mesearch that, if suocesshull wall
help to greatly sdvance the Reld,” said Prafestor Lamond.

“We will use this funding to help us deselop a new technology we
e invented for comtrolling the expressicn of human gensd. Our
aim is to improve methods for testing the suitability of new drugs
for climical use ond we hope our technalogy may slss epen up
appiications for gene therapy to cume genetic disesse In humans,”

Inhertted shin disarders such a8 epidermotysis bullosa simplex (EBS)
and pachyonychia congenita | PL), caue highly paanful and detibitating
gkin bifstering for hundreds of people fn Scotisnd ard hundreds. of
thowsands globally, The MeLean-Campbell multidisoplinary reieadch
tear may hald the key to treating these rare incurabie conditions
ard, i sucoessful, the new therapy system they ane developing could
be applied ta mone commen kn diseases wich a5 stzama. puorasis
and skin cancer, affecting mary midlions worldwide,

-

ve miedical research

“We are very grateful to the MEC for this prestigious award which
allawes us the appartunity b earry out & high-risk research project that
would not nosmally be able to attract grant funding,” saéd Profestor
Melean, “These supposedly high-risk projects very often |2ad to the
maost eeciting results that can hirve the biggest fmpact on society, In
particular, this-award allows o to work with our colleagues in Physics
far the fint thme to develop a new medical device that hopefully will
Poelp us treat incurable genste skin disarders.”

Or Campbell sald the award was & real boost to efforts to encourage
maulti-fisciplinary research.

“T am theblled that cur team has managed to get a Hilstein Award
from the. MRC, coming within only the first year of is throwing
our lots in together with the newly formed Division of Malecular
Medicine,” said Or Campbedl. “This sends a clear mesage about the
real and fangible value of developing strategic multi-disciplinary
teams of physicists and life schentists.

“Personatly, [ am savouring the prospect of addressing the eritical
wcientific questions that we outlined within the grant proposal, and
which om the one hand will provide significant mew understanding of
miCroscopec procested underpinming mechanim, and on the other,
willl guide the way towards pwercoming the technologimal challenges
associated with delvenng therapeubic molecules into the sikin, We
hiave outfined several concepts from very different approaches to
drug delivery, and the hope is that achieving an effective marrage
of thedr individual virtues will allow us to produce a praciical and
efficacious pratotype that can really make an impact on patients”
quakity of ife.”

The Milstein Fund was developed by the MRC in 2006, wpecifically
to support original ressanch ideas with potential for high fmpact.
Mamed aftes Ceasr Milstein, who was honouned with & Mobel Prize
in 1984 for vis ploneering work on the preduction of monotlonal
antibodies, the Fund supports, in particular, research imvolvdng a
diverse range of disciplines which s deemed too novel. or at too
earlty o stage to meet the usual review and assessment criteria of
other mainstraam grants,




